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c o n n e c t s us all 

to the ecosystems of our watersheds.

To protect our water, we must first protect the land.

When a resident of Portsmouth or Durham
turns a faucet on or fills a drinking glass,
chances are the water began its journey in
a quiet 1,350-acre tract of woods and 
wetlands in Barrington. Over two square
miles of undeveloped land just north
of the Lee traffic circle was perma-
nently protected in 2001, as the
Samuel A. Tamposi Water Supply
Reserve (SATWaSR). Close to
heavily traveled routes 125
and 4, amidst the Seacoast’s 
development pressure,
SATWaSR rewards hikers
with respite from the
sounds of cars, trucks,
and commerce. 

“It’s critical,” stresses
Bob Eckert, professor of
environmental conser-
vation at the University
of New Hampshire and 
resident of Barrington. “To
protect the water, you need to
protect the land.” He counts the
town’s purchase of the Tamposi land,
and its protection with a conservation easement

held by the Forest Society, as “one of the
most significant things to happen in the

town of Barrington.” The Barrington
Water Supply Reserve Stewardship

Committee, which Eckert chairs, is
completing a natural resources 

inventory and management plan
for stewardship of the property.

Management priority number
one is protecting water 

quality and quantity. 
Priority two is protecting

and enhancing biological
diversity. Public access
will be maintained
for passive recreation. 

Although 27 
percent of New
Hampshire’s land
area is permanently
protected, a Forest 

Society study found
less than 12 percent of

the 460,000 acres of critical
water supply lands statewide

were protected, and nearly 13 
percent  were already developed. Three out of
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