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It took some time, more than a little perseverance,
and help from many hands but in the end the For-
est Society found an ideal partner for our 35-acre

Creek Farm Reservation in Portsmouth. In May Shoals
Marine Lab (SML) formally agreed to lease the buildings
on the property, including the picturesque Creek Farm
Cottage, to use as a marine biology classroom and liv-
ing quarters for students, staff and faculty, providing a
mainland base for academic programming offered on
Appledore Island.

“We have been working diligently with leading
citizens in the state to find the ideal partner for the
historic building at Creek Farm,” said Jane Difley,
President/Forester. “We’re pleased to say that we’ve
found exactly that in the Shoals Marine Lab. With SML
taking on the task of putting the Creek Farm Cottage to
good use, we at the Forest Society can now focus our
attention on the stewardship of the remaining 30-acres
of spectacular coastal woodland for the enjoyment of
the people of New Hampshire in general and the
citizens of Portsmouth in particular.”

Shoals Marine Lab is an undergraduate education
and research marine biology program that is
administered by the College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences at Cornell University in cooperation with the
University of New Hampshire. SML offers courses in

marine science on Appledore Island, one of the Isles of
Shoals off the coast of New Hampshire and Maine. 

“Creek Farm Cottage, with its frontage on Sagamore
Creek, will ultimately be an ideal site for our
undergraduate biology and marine science courses in
late spring and summer,” said Willy Bemis, Director of
SML. “The dock connects us by water to our facilities
on Appledore.”

The lease was signed following extensive
negotiations, careful consultation with city officials,
and the successful application for required zoning
variances. The next step will be for Shoals Marine Lab
to begin a fundraising campaign for the renovation of
the building. 

“We’re hopeful that the historic preservation
community will step forward and help us raise the
funds to renovate,” Bemis said. “It’s a wonderful place,
but there is still much work to be done.” Citing Swiss-
born naturalist Louis Agassiz, Bemis noted that the
Creek Farm location will help achieve SML’s goal to
“...get a whole new generation of students to study
nature, not books.” 

The Creek Farm property, which includes Goose
Island and 1,125 feet of shoreline on Sagamore Creek,
was once part of the 18th-century farmstead of New
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CREEK FARM COTTAGE WITH 1125 FEET OF SHORELINE ON SAGAMORE CREEK, SERVES AS AN IDEAL LOCATION TO CONNECT STUDENTS WITH THE

SML LABORATORY ON APPLEDORE ISLAND.PHOTO: G.C. SLUDER.
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